
The K9 College Raises $7,500 for Canine Health Foundation 

The Canine Health Foundation recently announced the receipt of a 
donation in the amount of $7,500 from the K9 College.  The 
donation represents the proceeds raised from the Dog Show at Sea, a 
fundraiser conducted during the 6th annual K9 College Cruise.  The 
K9 College Cruise is an educational event sponsored by the 
Lancaster Kennel Club, Lancaster, PA, and Nestle Puri�������

You may have recently heard a lot of barking about the K9 College Cruise around doggie circles.  
So what exactly is it?   Well, it's probably the best kept secret in the dog world today!    It's a 
one-of-a-kind canine educational experience aimed at breeders, exhibitors, trainers, judges, and 
serious dog enthusiasts.   The unique venue features a week-long canine educational adventure 
unlike anything available anywhere else, on land or at sea.  Think...a week of total immersion in 
all things dog!  
 
During K9 College days at sea, cutting-edge canine 
seminars are conducted by a faculty of  
world-class experts.   The ever-changing faculty offers 
the very latest in canine education on a broad range of 
topics.   Fourteen to eighteen different seminars are 
featured during the K9 College Cruise every year.  All of 
them are geared toward providing practical knowledge 
that students can apply to their breeding programs, 
training regimens, relationships with dogs, and to their 
dogs health and well-being. 
 
 
 
During the 2010 K9 Cruise, Karen Sanders, Silken Windhound breeder and 5-year K9 Cruiser 
from Oregon, recounted how she was able to save a litter of 14 premature puppies as a result of 
techniques she learned during K9 College seminars.  It's experiences like this that keep many K9 
cruisers coming back year after year.   Another veteran cruiser writes, "My head was literally 
bursting at the seams by the end of the cruise.  There was just so much information to absorb.  
Many things I thought I knew turned out to be a myth!  The speakers were awesome and 
presented information based on the latest research.  I'll 
be back!"   
 
Evenings aboard the K9 College Cruise feature more 
canine activities, including the Judge/Exhibitor 
Workshop, Breeder's Symposium, K9 Cocktail Party, 
K9 Fashion Show, and the event's fundraiser, the Dog 
Show at Sea.     
 
The Judge/Exhibitor Workshop always raises some 
thought provoking questions (and often some eyebrows 

Pat Hastings conducts puppy evaluation 
seminar.   

K9 Cruisers chat with repro specialist Dr. Robert 
Van Hutchison, during K9 Cocktail Party 
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as well!) during an open exchange between an international panel of judges and K9 cruisers who 
participate in conformation, obedience, and rally competition.    It's a no-holds-barred discussion 
that's enlightening to both judges and exhibitors. 

 
The Breeder's Symposium, chaired by the K9 College faculty of experts, specifically addresses 
breeder's questions and problems.   Breeders benefit by receiving direct advice from the experts 
as well as learning from the experiences of other breeders.   
 
The K9 Fashion Show can best be described as "Fashion with a Flair!".  Count on some 
hysterical highlights as faculty members and K9 cruisers model Canine Caribbean attire.   This 
NOT-for-women-only event showcases doggie clothing and accessories for people.   Fashions 
are provided by Wendy Engel of B-Unique, whose popular line of custom-made crystal-
embellished clothing can be found on display at some of the world's most prestigious canine 
events, including Westminster and Crufts.  
 
K9 cruisers love the seminars and other activities, but many would tell you that what they like 
most about the K9 College Cruise is the unique opportunity it offers to meet and mingle with 
faculty members and fellow K9 cruisers from all across the United States, Canada, and abroad.   
Unlike traditional seminars, the speakers don't go home when the seminars are over!  Instead, 
they're held captive on the ship for an entire week, offering  K9 cruisers many opportunities to 
speak with them one-on-one.  Lucy Jakubowski, a Doberman exhibitor from New York writes,  
"Where else do you ever get a chance to have so many experts in one place at one time?  All of 
the faculty members were available throughout the cruise, both inside and outside of classrooms, 
to discuss personal problems.  I must say, they gave me 100% of their time if I met them in 
elevators, dining rooms, hallways... we would just stand there and talk.  The entire experience 
was wonderful. The K9 College is a MUST for the fancy!"  
 
The K9 College Cruise sails to different ports-of-call each year, so there is always a myriad of 
sunny new islands to explore.  K9 Cruisers look forward to exciting shore adventures at the 
ports-of-call, or just an opportunity to relax on a tropical beach and "rest their brains" after a 
grueling seminar schedule. Still, whether on-board the ship or on-shore, the main topic of 
conversation continues to be "all things dog!". 
 

The week-long whirlwind of activities 
culminates with the Dog Show at Sea, the K9 
College's fundraising event.   The Dog Show at 
Sea is done with photos of participants' dogs.  
Photos of all the dogs are displayed on the ship 
throughout the week.  K9 cruisers "vote" (with 
money) for their choice of BIS (that's Best-in-
Ship!).  At the end of the week, everyone 
gathers in the ship's large theater to watch their 
dogs dance across the giant screen in a fabulous 
photo presentation.  Then the official "judging" 
takes place.  AKC, CKC and international 
judges preside over the group judging.   

Dr. Carmen Battaglia presides over BIS judging 
during the Dog Show at Sea 
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Winners are announced and ribbons are awarded based on the dollar amount of votes for each 
dog.  So, although the judging process is questionable at best, it serves the purpose of raising 
funds to benefit dogs as well as providing a fun-filled event for K9 cruisers.  
 
The owner of the BIS dog receives a beautiful 
hand-made Amish quilt, typically valued at over 
$1,200 and has the honor of designating the 
Canine Health Foundation research project to 
receive the proceeds from the fundraiser.  This 
year, the BIS honor was awarded to Archie, a 
Westie owned by Margaret and Bob Payne.  The 
Paynes, along with fellow Westie enthusiasts 
Patti Romigh, Kay McGuire, Donna Hegstrom, 
Bonnie West, and Faith & Tim Houck,  
designated the current CHF research project for 
the study of Legg-Calve-Perthes Disease to 
receive the total of $7,500 collected from the 
Dog Show at Sea debilitating developmental 
disease that affects small breeds of dogs, 
particularly terrier breeds. 
 
 
 
2010 marked the first year that the K9 College has aligned their fundraising efforts with the 
Canine Health Foundation.  In explaining this decision, K9 College founder Katie Markley 
stated: 
 
"The goal of the Dog Show at Sea as a fundraiser is to support an organization that directly 
benefits dogs.  While there are certainly many fine charities from which to choose, I think the 
Canine Health Foundation is one that everyone can embrace and be proud to support.   The 
foundation is the largest non-profit funder of exclusively canine research in the world, and I 
think the fact that they've received a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator for five consecutive 
years is significant.  What's more, the diversity of CHF research provides our BIS winner the 
opportunity to "personalize" the donation.  I've only been involved with dogs for 7 years, but 
three years ago, I lost a 15 month old Swissy to lymphoma, so it would be easy for me to take 
personal satisfaction in channeling funds toward lymphoma research.  I currently have a 5 year 
old Swissy with chronic renal failure, so any studies in nephrology would also be near and dear 
to my heart.  And, my dog's chronic renal failure was caused by Lymes Disease, yet another 
research topic that would be very personal to me.   Many of the K9 cruisers have been involved 
with dogs all their lives so I know there's sure to be a CHF research project that they would take 
personal satisfaction in designating as the recipient of the K9 College fundraiser."  
 
Next year, the 7th annual K9 College Cruise will sail from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida aboard 
Holland America's Ms Westerdam, departing February 18th, returning February 25th, with ports-
of-call at Half Moon Cay, Aruba, and Curacao.  As usual, an all-star faculty will be on-board to 
present a variety of challenging, thought-provoking seminars. 
  �

Archie - 2010 BIS Winner.  Westie breeders designated 
$7,500 donation to the study of Legg-Calve-Perthes 
disease.   


